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Our approach
Climate change demands urgent and universal action. 
We live, work, and run as part of a global community. The 
planet is our home. Because more than 150 million people 
worldwide run outside, it’s critical we take care of the 
plantet.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
and the leading climate scientists from across the globe 
agree that the world must take immediate, rapid, and 
large-scale actions to cut global emissions in half by 
2030. We must also reach net-zero greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions by 2050 to limit global temperature rise to 1.5°C 
and avoid the catastrophic impacts of climate change.

We take a science-based approach to address climate 
change and align efforts across our business to reduce 
GHG emissions. 
 
ENGAGING IN CLIMATE ACTION

•	 Signed Business Ambition for 1.5°C
•	 Signatory of The Climate Pledge
•	 Signatory of America Is All In

OUR OBJECTIVE

Reduce GHG emissions in line with 
climate science

CLIMATE ACTION
OUR AMBITIONS

1. Reduce absolute Scope 1 & 2 
greenhouse gas emissions 50%  
by 2030 and 90% by 2040  
(from a 2021 baseline)

2. Reduce Scope 3 greenhouse 
gas emissions 52% per unit of 
production by 2030 and 97%  
per unit of production by 2040 
(from a 2021 baseline)

3. Reach net-zero greenhouse  
gas emissions across the  
value chain by 2040

Using the best practices and guidance from the Science 
Based Targets initiative (SBTi), we have developed 
near- and long-term Scope 1, 2, and 3 GHG emissions 
reduction goals that were approved to meet the SBTi Net-
Zero Standard and are consistent with the reductions 
required to keep global warming below 1.5°C. We report 
progress against these goals annually in our Corporate 
Responsibility Performance Report. Our Scope 1 and 2 
emissions are independently assured, and we continue to 
strengthen our Scope 3 measurement and reporting.

1

https://sciencebasedtargets.org/
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Our climate footprint
A critical first step toward taking action to reduce GHG 
emissions is to understand the sources of our GHG 
emissions. We track and disclose our GHG emissions 
in line with the Greenhouse Gas Protocol, the leading 
greenhouse gas accounting standard for corporations.

SOURCES OF OUR GHG EMISSIONS

•	 Scope 1: ~0.7%
•	 Scope 2: ~0.1%
•	 Scope 3: 99% see chart:

Our climate transition plan
Using insights from our GHG emissions inventory, 
we developed a climate transition plan that identifies 
strategies to reduce GHG emissions across our value 
chain. These strategies were developed through a series 
of workshops in collaboration with key stakeholders 
across our organization, including product design and 
development, sourcing, and distribution teams. Each 
strategy was modeled to calculate its GHG emissions 
reduction potential. Strategies were prioritized based 
on several criteria: the magnitude of the GHG reduction 
potential, cost-effectiveness, feasibility of implementation 
at scale, and likelihood of successful execution.  
Strategies expected to adversely affect product 
performance or quality were not considered further.

REDUCING SCOPE 1 AND 2 EMISSIONS

We are prioritizing the following strategies to reduce 
Scope 1 and 2 GHG emissions: 

•	 Increase energy efficiency at Brooks-operated facilities
•	 Transition to 100% renewable electricity at Brooks-

operated facilities

Increase energy efficiency at Brooks-operated 
facilities

Scope 1 emissions primarily result from fuel consumption 
for heating at Brooks distribution centers and offices. 
Improving thermal efficiency will be an important 
strategy at our distribution centers and has already been 
successfully implemented at the Brooks headquarters. 

Brooks HQ South has been operational since 2014 and is 
certified LEED Gold, using significantly less energy than a 
typical office building. It achieves energy savings through 
its chilled beam water-based heating and cooling system 
and LED lighting systems. It is also the first commercially 
developed building to complete the city of Seattle’s 

Living Building Pilot Program by meeting and surpassing 
rigorous sustainability benchmarks during a 12-month 
period. Among other sustainable building goals, the 
program requires curbing energy and water usage by 75% 
and reusing 50% of captured rainwater, in contrast to an 
average office building.

Brooks HQ North has been operational since 2024. In 
accordance with Seattle’s Living Building Pilot Program, 
Brooks HQ North is designed to consume 25% less energy 
than the Seattle Energy Code baseline, which already 
serves as one of the most stringent codes in the country 
for new construction. This energy savings is achieved 
through heat recovery and heat pump-driven central plant 
and LED lighting systems. The building also includes one 
of the largest rainwater cisterns in Seattle, with a capacity 
of over 267 thousand gallons. Rainwater fulfills all the 
building’s non-potable water demands.
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Learn more about our annual GHG emissions 
inventory and progress against our climate goals in our 
latest Corporate Responsibility Performance report.
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https://ghgprotocol.org/
https://www.usgbc.org/leed
https://www.brooksrunning.com/on/demandware.static/-/Sites/default/dwf3fb1cf4/cms-content/Project/ADT/Brooks%20Running/Landing/2025/2025-Corporate_Responsibility_Performance_Report.pdf
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Renewable energy purchase for Brooks-operated 
facilities

Purchased electricity accounts for over 98% of our  
Scope 2 emissions, so we’re prioritizing long-term 
renewable energy contracts such as power purchase 
agreements. In 2024, Brooks signed a five-year, fixed  
price Virtual Power Purchase Agreement (VPPA) through 
Ever.green. Through this agreement, Brooks is supporting 
the refurbishment of the Ocotillo Wind Farm, a wind 
energy generation facility located in Howard County, 
Texas. Originally built in 2008, the wind farm has been 
running for nearly 15 years. Many wind infrastructure 
projects established in the early 2000s are reaching 
their end of life. Refurbishing existing wind infrastructure, 
as opposed to building new infrastructure, limits the 
impact of construction and manufacturing, and prevents 
additional habitat disruption intrinsic to new project 
development. Because the Ocotillo Wind Farm project 
generates and delivers electricity to the grid from a 
renewable energy resource, Brooks is issued over 3,000 
Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) annually to reduce  
our Scope 2 market-based emissions.

REDUCING SCOPE 3 EMISSIONS

Accounting for 99% of our total GHG emissions, reducing 
Scope 3 emissions is an important part of our overall 
climate action. We prioritize the following key strategies  
to reduce Scope 3 GHG emissions:

•	 Manufacturing: renewable energy adoption and energy 
efficiency

•	 Materials: low-carbon alternatives
•	 Product transportation: minimized air freight and 

renewable fuels in ocean shipping

Manufacturing: renewable energy adoption and energy 
efficiency

More than half of Brooks’ Scope 3 emissions result from 
energy use at Tier 1 final product assembly and Tier 2 

material/component factories. A key strategy in Brooks’ 
climate transition plan is shifting to renewable sources 
of energy and reducing energy consumption through 
implementation of energy efficiency opportunities. We 
collaborate with our strategic suppliers to maximize onsite 
renewable electricity generation, purchase renewable 
electricity, and drive energy efficiency. The majority of 
our footwear Tier 1 and Tier 2 factories have installed 
rooftop solar and / or purchased RECs. Some Tier 1 and 2 
factories are purchasing RECs directly from their utility 
providers, where possible, and others are buying I-RECs 
from domestic renewable energy projects. Additionally, 
most Tier 2 factories have transitioned from fossil fuels 
to biomass sources to generate energy for thermal 
manufacturing processes. 

We also work with most of our footwear Tier 1 and high-
volume Tier 2 factory partners to identify energy efficiency 
improvement opportunities, such as optimizing machine 
utilization and implementing motor efficiency programs. 
We track electricity usage at the meter level to monitor 
performance and measure progress over time.

Materials: low-carbon alternatives

Our approach to reducing material-related GHG emissions 
includes both the raw materials and the manufacturing 
processes used to create finished components. The 
raw materials in our footwear and apparel account for 
approximately 20% of our total Scope 3 GHG emissions. 
Replacing fossil fuel-based materials with recycled or bio-
based alternatives is a key strategy for reducing our  
Scope 3 GHG emissions. The processing of raw materials 
into finished materials, including knitting, dyeing, and 
foaming, accounts for approximately 40% of our GHG 
emissions. 

To better understand the environmental impact of each 
raw material and manufacturing process, we use the Higg 
Materials Sustainability Index (Higg MSI), a tool developed 
by the apparel and footwear industry collaborative group 
Cascale. By providing industry life cycle assessment data, 
this tool helps us improve the accuracy of our Scope 3 
GHG emissions accounting, assess the environmental 
impact of new materials and manufacturing processes, 
and support product teams in choosing materials that 
lower our Scope 3 GHG emissions.

Product transportation: minimize air freight and pursue 
use of low-emission fuels in ocean shipping

Reducing GHG emissions from product transportation and 
distribution is a key focus, as these activities contribute 
approximately 13% of our total Scope 3 GHG emissions. 
The use of air freight can significantly increase these 
emissions, since air transport generates much higher 
GHG emissions compared to ocean shipping. To address 
this, minimizing air freight when shipping products from 
Tier 1 final assembly factories to distribution centers is 
an important strategy to reduce Scope 3 emissions. In 
addition, we are purchasing low-emission maritime fuels 
through a book and claim system. This strategy not only 
helps reduce Scope 3 emissions but also supports the 
industry-wide transition to zero-emissions ocean shipping, 
accelerating the adoption of low-emission maritime fuels.  
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https://cascale.org/


BROOKS RUNNING

NET-ZERO AMBITION

To achieve net-zero GHG emissions we will:

1. Prioritize GHG emissions reductions in line with climate 
science to achieve our near-term (2030) and long-term 
(2040) GHG emissions reduction goals. 

2. Address residual GHG emissions by investing in 
independently verified carbon removal projects.

Beyond our value chain: voluntary investment in carbon 
credit projects

In addition to reducing GHG emissions within our value 
chain, Brooks voluntarily invests in carbon credits, an 
approach aligned with the recommendation of the SBTi 
and in support of broader climate action by contributing 
to mitigation efforts outside our value chain. Importantly, 
Brooks does not account for carbon credits in our GHG 
emissions inventory or progress toward our Scopes 1, 2, 
and 3 GHG emissions reduction goals.

By investing in mitigation beyond our value chain, we build 
readiness for a future in which a shrinking global carbon 
budget makes ongoing emissions responsibility a key 
expectation of credible climate action. Ongoing emissions 
consume the planet’s limited carbon budget and continue 
to drive warming, underscoring the importance of both 
deep reductions and voluntary mitigation initiatives to 
support global efforts.

Carbon credits

Carbon credits come from projects that verifiably avoid, 
remove, or reduce GHG emissions from the atmosphere 
through actions like displacing fossil fuel energy with the 
development of renewables, restoring degraded land with 
new forest, and reducing fuel usage through clean cooking 
solutions.

How we choose carbon credit projects

Not all carbon credits are equal. We ensure quality by 
purchasing carbon credits from projects that are verified 
to leading international standards within the voluntary 
carbon credit market (e.g., Verra, Gold Standard, and the 
American Carbon Registry), which confirms that carbon 
credits are additional, permanent, quantifiable, and 
independently verified.

Additionally, we carefully selected our carbon credit 
partner, Climate Impact Partners, because they go the 
extra mile, undertaking additional due diligence beyond 

these standards, to assess projects against a broader 
range of criteria that ensures we only work with  
high-quality projects.

Finally, we prioritize projects that align with climate 
science and deliver measurable social and environmental 
benefits, such as improved air quality and community 
health outcomes.

Please visit our Voluntary Carbon Credit Disclosure for 
more information on each of our hand-selected projects.
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https://brooksrunning.com/on/demandware.static/-/Sites/default/dwcb5168ad/cms-content/Project/Brooks-Running/PDF/F26-CR-LPs/Disclosure_CA_AB_1305_Voluntary_Carbon_Credits.pdf

