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Our approach
While essential to our products, chemicals can present 
risks to both the environment and human health. 
Responsible chemicals management is a core focus for us 
– ensuring not only the quality and safety of our products 
for consumers, but also safeguarding production workers, 
communities, and the planet. 

At Brooks, we work to keep restricted substances 
out of our supply chain. Our program is designed to 
prevent restricted chemicals from entering production 
facilities and to reduce the release of pollutants into the 
environment.

Our comprehensive chemicals management program 
is anchored in our Restricted Substances List (RSL), 
which sets rigorous standards for chemicals used in 
our products. Our strategy manages chemicals entering 
factories (input management), handling chemicals within 
facilities (facility chemical management), and controlling 
chemicals exiting as waste or emissions (output 
management).

RESPONSIBLE CHEMICALS
OUR OBJECTIVE

Manage chemicals responsibly to 
help protect people and the planet.

OUR AMBITIONS

1. 100% of input chemicals used at 
in-scope factories1 comply with  
the ZDHC MRSL (conformance 
Level 1) by 2030

2. 100% of in-scope factories2  
meet the minimum requirements  
of the ZDHC Wastewater 
guidelines by 2030

3. Reduce organic solvent usage  
to 25 grams per pair by 2027 

1 100% of Tier 2 midsole/outsole factories and high-volume Tier 2 

textile factories

2 100% of footwear Tier 1, Tier 2 midsole/outsole factories, and 

high-volume Tier 2 textile factories
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Restricted substances
The Brooks Restricted Substances List (RSL) is the 
foundation of our chemicals management program. It 
identifies substances we restrict or eliminate from our 
products and is regularly updated to ensure compliance 
with, and often exceed, global regulatory requirements 
like California Proposition 65, EU REACH, and AFIRM 
Group RSL standards. Our RSL incorporates the most 
stringent restrictions and voluntarily restricts or eliminates 
additional substances that may pose risks to people or the 
planet, including some not yet regulated. 

All materials and finished products must comply with our 
RSL. Tier 1 final assembly suppliers are responsible for 
ensuring finished product safety and compliance, while 
Tier 2 material suppliers must ensure compliance for 
materials and components. We communicate restricted 
substances requirements to all suppliers via our RSL, 
reinforcing understanding and commitment through the 
Brooks Supplier Code of Conduct and RSL Compliance 
Agreement, which suppliers sign with each update.

RSL compliance can be demonstrated through Brooks-
approved RSL lab tests, bluesign®-approved materials,  
or Oeko-Tex® Standard 100 certification.

Input management
Traditionally, chemical management in the apparel and 
footwear industry focused on eliminating hazardous 
chemicals from finished materials and final products 
through RSL compliance. The industry has now advanced 
by introducing the Manufacturing Restricted Substances 
List (MRSL), which governs chemicals entering factories  
at the start of production.

Preventing hazardous chemicals from entering 
production — known as input management — is now 
a core component of effective chemical management. 
This approach ensures safer factory discharges, like 
wastewater and air emissions, protecting factory 
employees and the surrounding environment and 
supporting consistent RSL compliance.

Brooks adopted an input chemicals management 
strategy in 2021, aligning with industry best practices by 
adopting the ZDHC MRSL, which bans certain chemical 
substances from intentional use in factories. The ZDHC 
MRSL provides detailed guidance on acceptable limits and 
prohibited substances, helping formulators and suppliers 
source safer chemical products. 

Brooks requires its in-scope factories, including Tier 2 
midsole/outsole factories, and high-volume footwear and 

apparel Tier 2 textile factories, to source chemicals that 
are ZDHC MRSL compliant and achieve conformance 
level 1 by 2030. Suppliers work closely with their chemical 
suppliers to ensure all purchased chemicals are MRSL 
compliant. The ZDHC Gateway Chemical Module supports 
this process by listing chemical products and their 
conformance levels, helping suppliers verify compliance 
and find safer alternatives.

To demonstrate compliance with the ZDHC MRSL, 
suppliers submit monthly Performance InCheck Reports, 
which are verified by a ZDHC-approved provider. Brooks 
reviews these reports and, when necessary, suppliers 
implement corrective action plans. These actions may 
involve replacing non-compliant substances or requesting 
chemical suppliers to register their products in the 
ZDHC Gateway. In our apparel, we prioritize sourcing 
nominated fabrics and trims that are bluesign®-approved, 
ensuring safer production by enforcing strict controls over 
chemicals entering the production facility. 

Factory chemicals 
management

Effective chemicals management requires robust policies 
and practices in factories to ensure proper inventory 
management, storage, handling, use, and health and 
safety practices, minimizing environmental impact and 
protecting worker well-being. 

At the core of our approach is the ZDHC Chemical 
Management System (CMS) framework, which outlines the 
minimum requirements for effective chemical management 
in manufacturing environments. We recommend the ZDHC 
CMS Technical Industry Guideline for practical guidance 
and encourage facilities to pursue ZDHC Supplier to Zero 
certification, to advance from Foundational Level 1 to 
Aspirational Level for continuous improvement.
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https://brooksrunning.com/on/demandware.static/-/Sites/default/dw0acbe57e/cms-content/Project/Brooks-Running/PDF/F26-CR-LPs/Brooks_Responsible_Chemical_Program_2026.pdf
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Brooks evaluates factory compliance and progress 
through the Higg Facilities Environmental Module (Higg 
FEM), with a focus on the Chemicals Management section. 
Factories producing Brooks products and strategic Tier 
2 material suppliers complete the Higg FEM annually and 
verify via an approved third party. Brooks reviews these 
assessments and provides feedback. If standards are not 
met, corrective actions are required for improvement in the 
next assessment cycle.

For apparel fabrics and trims, Brooks sources from 
factories that meet at least one of the following, 
ensuring effective chemical management within their 
manufacturing facilities: 

•	 bluesign® site compliance
•	 Higg FEM Chemicals Management Level 1, or higher
•	 Oeko-Tex STeP certification
•	 ZDHC Supplier to Zero Progressive Level certification

Through these measures, Brooks fosters continuous 
improvement and transparency, ensuring our 
manufacturing partners adhere to leading industry 
standards for chemical management.

Output management
Proper output management is essential for minimizing 
environmental impacts in manufacturing. Brooks is 
dedicated to protecting the environment, communities, 
and consumers by responsibly managing wastewater and 
air emissions. 

WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT 

Brooks follows ZDHC wastewater guidelines, which set 
unified expectations for wastewater discharge quality, 
covering both conventional wastewater parameters and 
hazardous substances. Facilities generating industrial 
wastewater must meet foundational limits for heavy 
metals, conventional parameters, and hazardous 

chemicals and fulfill reporting obligations for both 
wastewater and sludge. Continuous improvement is 
supported by ongoing chemical input management 
and enhanced treatment processes, advancing from 
foundational compliance to progressive or aspirational 
levels. Factories generating only domestic wastewater 
must, at a minimum, comply with Higg FEM Level 1.

Wastewater sampling is conducted regularly by ZDHC-
approved labs, with results documented in ZDHC 
ClearStream Reports. Non-conformities are addressed 
with root cause analysis and corrective action planning.

For apparel manufacturing, Brooks prioritizes nominated 
fabrics and trims that are bluesign®-approved, ensuring 
robust controls over wastewater discharges. When 
nominated fabrics and trims are not bluesign®-approved, 
Brooks extends its ZDHC wastewater management efforts 
to include those factories, as detailed above.

AIR EMISSIONS MANAGEMENT

Brooks uses the Higg FEM to assess and improve 
management of air emissions. This assessment framework 
provides transparency and accountability, with corrective 
actions taken, as needed, to ensure environmental 
performance. 

Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) are a class 
of chemicals commonly found in solvents used for  
footwear manufacturing. Elevated VOC exposure can 
cause respiratory problems and other health issues for 
production workers. For over 10 years, Brooks has worked 
closely with Tier 1 footwear final assembly factories and 
their subcontractors to minimize VOC use, focusing 
on reducing high-volume chemicals such as primers, 
adhesives, cleaners, and hardeners. Our partners are 
shifting from solvent-based chemicals to water-based 
alternatives, reducing VOC emissions while maintaining 
the performance and quality of our footwear. This reflects 
Brooks’ commitment to protecting worker health and 
reducing the environmental impact of our manufacturing. 

Capacity building
Brooks requires suppliers and relevant internal 
stakeholders to participate in capacity building 
on sustainable chemical management through the 
ZDHC Academy. Personnel responsible for chemical 
management, environmental management, and 
compliance – including EHS, production, and chemical 
handling staff – are expected to complete ZDHC Academy 
training courses. Training may cover ZDHC introduction, 
implementation, role-specific instruction, and other 
valuable courses recommended by Brooks. All training is 
delivered through the ZDHC Academy platform, whether 
in-person, live online, or self‑paced e‑learning, and 
conducted by ZDHC Approved Trainers, where applicable. 

The objectives of this requirement are to: 

•	 Build awareness and technical competence on ZDHC 
guidelines, platforms, and solutions  

•	 Support effective implementation of ZDHC MRSL  
and ZDHC Wastewater Guidelines  

•	 Strengthen supplier capability in sustainable  
chemical management across operations 

3

RESPONSIBLE CHEMICALS


